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Federal Reg18ter Vol. 70, No. 100J Page 30001 ~ l i
Grapes Grown in a Designated Area of Soutb~tem Californi~ and Imported
Table ampes; P,ttJposoo Change in Re~tory Period ;
COMMENTS IN OFPOSmON TO PROPOSED CHANcrE

Dear Docket Clerk:

Swordfish Shipping Inc. oppooes the above tefC!en~ cb~e in the effective 1
date of Table Grape :M:arketing Order 925 and the oompaIjjon Table Grape Impon I
Regulation 41hat will further res1rict mble grapes sUpplied froIn! Chi1~.

Swordfish Shipping mo. is engaged in th~ logi$UCS bJin~$. Transportation of
agricultUral commoditioo in winter and ~prinS Sea&OnB accoun~ for ~ signifiC811t part of
our business. We transport approximately 12,2 million boxes tf ~h table grapes from
Clule to various po~ in the U.S. annually, and 1,5 million boxCf in tlJe month of April.

, !

If the Proposed Rule should be adopted, the ~UbS11f.n~ ' po~on of these April

shipments is expected to ei1her be exoludoo, or be rushed for s .m~t before April!. If

exporters packing out earlier to beat the April 1 -the: propos ne~ effective beginning
.date for :tvfarketing Ower 925 aIld Import Regulation 4, a sub ti~ congestion may be
experienced at both the anival and departure ports, as more it.!! ~ll be loaded on to
vesseL. at Chllenu ports at the s~e time, more V~5el3 mus~ e avcii1a.ble to handle the
eo1ctra lo~; more v~Is will mrive at the U.S. pO11s at the sam timi, more ftuit must be
processed through the U.S. customs at the same time. and mor frui~ must be fwnjgated
upon arrival at the same time. Further delay in the proCt\'38' of tbe ~blo gmpes both
before depal"tUre and upon 8.rrl\78J can negatively affect the condijtion of the furit
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.There ma! a.lso b~ a significant reduction in the~o ~olum~ after Apri! 1.
causmg fewer ships to sail to tho U.S.. As a result, expone must WtUt for sufficIent
cargo to become available fur fumigation and loading in Chile and ~e delay in shipment
is likely to negatively affect the condition of the fr11it. In sh.trt, tHe Proposed Rnle will
create a subsmntial disruption in the oroerly mmketing of ~e pr6duct, contrary to the
stated legitimate purpose of a marketing order. ,;

,

Furthermore. Swordfish Shipping Inc. concurs with, kd ~corpomtfS herein by
reference, the detailed commen~ and supporting da1s. submi~ by;ASOEx, the Chilean
Exporters Association- Specifically, Swordfish Shipping ~~ a~ with ASOEX in
thatThe ProP9sed Rule imposes marketina order smndards oE hileoan supplies when no
domestic varieties ate a.vaiJable, and therefore ronstitute$ a n n-tarj£f barrier contrary to
the terms ofWTO Agreemen~ and the U.S.-Chile Free Tradc , ccPtent.

: I
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2.

3,

The ProPO$ed Rule assesses inspection fees Is~g April 1 when no
Idom~tic supplies are being so charged. and thdreby viola~ Article m

The record submissions for the proposed ru1e do not I support the proposed
changes in me beginning and ending effective datd of Marketing Order

.9~5~dthcC?mpanionTable~pe~~.ort~~~6n4..- -," .-~r ~.The change m date from Apnl 20 to Apnl1 W1U create an "atti"tiC1a1" "

shortage of table grapes since there is no other cotrlmercially significant
nnd reliable supply from any source other 111an Chile.!
The proposoo change in the beginning e~ctiic dme of Marketing Order
925 and Table Grnpc Import Regulation 4 fr~ Appl 20 to April 1 will
deprive U.S. cons~ of supply of fre-9h *le ~pes during a period
when there is no other commercially significapt and! reliable supply ftom

any source othertban Chile. ;:

4.

Therefore, Swordfish Shipping mo. urgel the agency to Tej oot khe Prbposed Rule.
r !

*pec~lIy submitted.
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